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The Violated Body in the Time of Displacement: A Critical Study of Nasir
Ahmad Ahmadi’s The Migrant in the Light of Postcolonial Criticism
Assistant teacher. Nour Majid Ibrahim
Dr. mohammed shakir jumaah
Dr. Khalid Amer Abdulrazzaq
Abstract

This study explores the representations of the female body in The Migrant by
the Afghan novelist Nasir Ahmad Ahmadi, examining how the narrative
intertwines themes of identity, exile, and violence through the lens of
postcolonial criticism. The research is grounded in the assumption that the novel
politicizes the female body, rendering it a mirror of homeland loss and self-
fragmentation under the overlapping powers of displacement, occupation, and
human trafficking. In this narrative, the body transcends its physical boundaries
to become a contested site of power between center and margin, male and
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female, self and other.Employing a descriptive—analytical methodology, the
study draws on central postcolonial concepts such as Othering, resistance to the
dominant power, and fragmented identity to trace the transformations of
Maryam’s body from the moment of displacement to her death in exile. The
analysis reveals that the body, throughout its narrative trajectory, shifts from
being an object of domination to a resistant text seeking to reclaim its voice and
identity through the very act of narration.The findings suggest that The Migrant
Is not merely a documentation of the suffering of displacement, but a distinctly
postcolonial text that rewrites the body as a parallel memory of the homeland—
a space where power, alienation, and belonging converge—making Maryam’s
final wish, to be buried with the map of her country, a symbolic reclamation of
identity against cultural erasure and dissolution

Keywords: Immigrant novel, displacement, female body, postcolonial criticism,
fractured identity.
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