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Illegal Immigration in Islamic History: Smuggling Methods, Causes, and
Consequences
A.L. Saad Kadhim Abbas
Directorate of Education of Dhi Qar — Al-Nasr Education Department

Abstract
Illegal immigration (or what is historically known as "infiltration,"” "secret entry," or
"border escape™) is an ancient phenomenon in Islamic history, closely linked to
political and religious persecution, strife, tribal and sectarian conflicts, extreme
poverty, and civil wars. Since the time of the Prophet and the Rashidun Caliphate,
the Arabian Peninsula and other Islamic lands witnessed clandestine migrations of
individuals and groups who feared for their faith or their lives. This is exemplified
by the second migration to Abyssinia, which was carried out secretly for fear of the
Quraysh's oppression. This research, which employs a comparative analytical
historical approach, combining primary sources, concludes that illegal migration
was a fundamental factor in shaping the sectarian and political landscape of the
Islamic world. Most of the sects and states we see today, whether on the margins or
at the center of power, underwent a phase of clandestine migration in their early
stages. This includes the Zaydis in Yemen and Tabaristan, the Ibadis in Oman,
Djerba, and the Nafusa Mountains, the Nizari Ismailis in Alamut and the Levant,
and even the Fatimid state, which began with missionaries infiltrating from the
Levant and North Africa.
Keywords: illegal migration, causes, consequences, smuggling methods, Islamic
history
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