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Nihilism in pre-Islamic Poetry
-From the system to the self-
Cultural study
M.Dr Batool Nama Ali
College of Basic Educaion-Sumer University
Batool.nama@uos.edu.iq
Summary

"Pre-Islamic Arabic poetry serves as a repository of conditions and voices that
presented human endeavors and experiences with deliberate intent. Within it, the
poet’s stance toward surrounding phenomena and values—and the governing
systems and standards—becomes clear. Through these texts, we can elucidate the
crisis of the individual and psychological self, its requirements, projections, and
protests, as well as the philosophies embraced or the tendencies expressed
regarding existence. Thus, the Pre-Islamic text is a valuable exhibition of
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numerous human and philosophical manifestations, such as nihilism, which

emerges through the questioning of values and the contemplation of what lies
beyond things, aligning with the poet’s existential position. The poet 1S
distinguished from the masses by awareness, imagination, and a specific
philosophy toward beings. The clearest representation of nihilism lies in defying
and negating prevailing value systems. The nihilistic tendency is based on
negation and denial in philosophy, ethics, and politics, breaking and questioning
established laws as a call to return to the self. Consequently, nihilists began to
deny much of what was fixed and settled in the collective consciousness to serve
the private psychological inclinations manifested in their poetry concerning life,
death, and fate, as well as in the poetry of VVagabonds .

Keywords: Nihilism , pre-Islamic Poetry, the system, the self, VVagabonds.
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