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The Role of the Popular Mobilization Forces in Achieving Collective
Security: Combating the ISIS Terrorist Organization in Accordance with
International Resolutions as a Model
Prof. Dr. Samah Mahdi Saleh Al-Ulayawi
University of Kufa — College of Political Science
Abstract
The Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) is one of the security formations of the
Iragi regular forces. It is a key component of the combat military groups under
the command of the Commander — in — Chief of the Armed Forces. It was
formed following the security collapse that Iragq experienced as a result of the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) terrorist organization's control in 2014
over large areas of several governorates north of the capital, Baghdad. The PMF
was established following the fatwa of sufficient jihad issued by the highest
Shiite authority, Grand Ayatollah Ali al — Sistani. The PMF law was approved
after the lIragi Parliament voted overwhelmingly in favor of the law on
November 26, 2016. Based on this, it is considered a security formation created
by social and security needs to confront the wave of takfir and extremism that
has swept Iraq. It adheres to international norms and conventions and the
principles of international law, which do not prevent states from establishing
national forces to defend national sovereignty and independence, whether as
primary forces or as auxiliary forces to national forces.
Keywords: Popular Mobilization Forces, ISIS, terrorism, Shiites.
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