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Title : The Decisive Word on Shortening Prayer in Everything Termed as Travel
Absiract:

This research presents a comparative juristic study of one of the most important issues
related to the rulings of travel, namely the criterion of travel that permits shortening the
prayer, with a specific focus on the disagreement over whether distance is a required con-
dition.

The study reveals the existence of two principal schools of thought:

The first school (the majority), which defined travel by specific criteria. Some of them
set a temporal criterion, determining it as a journey of three days. Others adopted a dis-
tance-based criterion, defining it as sixteen farsakhs (four burtid) or their equivalent, rely-
ing on analogical reasoning and certain transmitted reports.

The second school, represented by the Zahir1 school and a view attributed to some Com-
panions, does not consider time or distance as valid criteria for defining travel. Instead, it
refers the determination of travel to custom (‘urf), arguing by the unqualified wording of
the Qur’anic verse “And when you travel...”, as well as prophetic reports that interpret this
unqualified wording through action, without restricting it by distance.

The research concludes by endorsing the view that there should be no restriction to a
specific distance .The reference point for the permissibility of Qasr is everything that is
conventionally termed as travel (safar .(This is based on the principle that legal limitation
requires explicit legal evidence) tawqif ,(which is absent in this case, and because the evi-
dence supports maintaining the Qur’anic text in its absolute sense. Thus, the decisive word
is the permissibility of shortening the prayer in everything that is considered “striking in the
land” or travel by common custom.

Keywords :Shortening Prayer (Qasr), Travel (Safar), Distance (Masafah), Custom
(‘Urf), Jurisprudence (Figh), Decisive Word.
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