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:Identity in the Poetry of al-Mu‘aqqar al-Bariqt
A Geopoetic and Ontological Approach
Prof. Fatima Hamid Yacoub
University of Al-Qadisiyah/College of Arts
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Abstract

This study endeavors to move beyond traditional readings of identity in pre-
Islamic poetry that desecribed merely a tribalism. Instead, it proposes a new
critical approach grounded in phenomenological methodology and cultural
criticism. The research is based on the hypothesis that identity in the poetry of
al-Mu‘aqqar al-Bariqi functions as an existential defensive structure, aimed to
safeguard” The Self " from annihilation through two interrelated mechanisms:
the humanization of place (Geopoetics) to consolidate belonging, and the visual
archiving of events to ensure their temporal permanence.Through an analysis of
the poet’s two major poems (The Ra’iyya and the Fa’iyya), the study concluded
with the coining the term “Retrospective Visual Identity.” It demonstrates that
the poet’s excessive reliance on visual imagery and the freezing of moments of
victory serves as an unconscious compensatory strategy to resist blindness and
oblivion. In doing so, the poetic text is transformed from a mere war record into
a “linguistic museum” that preserves the being of the tribe and affirms its ethical
and sovereign centrality in the face of the “Other,” whose identity the poet
systematically deconstructs on both visual and psychological levels.

Keywords: al-Mu‘aqqar al-Bariqt; Pre-Islamic Identity; Geopoetics; Existential
Security; Visual Identity
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