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The Mechanisms of Critical Engagement in Ibn Jinni's Work
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University of Basra - College of Education for Women - Department of Arabic
Language

Abstract:

This research examines two main aspects of lbn Jinni's critical approach to al-
Mutanabbi's Diwan. Firstly, it traces the general and absolute judgments Ibn Jinni
made in his commentary on al-Mutanabbi's poetry, particularly in the context of
clarifying ambiguities and defining their various connotations. These judgments
encompass numerous critical issues, most notably: the problem of the old versus
the new, the relationship between word and meaning, the mastery of poetic craft,
poetic license, and the issue of plagiarism, in addition to matters related to religion
and ethics. Furthermore, it explores Ibn Jinni's general assessments, which reveal
the features of his critical methodology and his tools for analysis and evaluation.
Secondly, the research focuses on the comparative method employed by Ibn Jinni.
It examines the instances where he compared al-Mutanabbi to other poets, relying
on various critical criteria such as meaning and diction, the degree of eloquence,
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instances of plagiarism, poetic license, and other artistic and aesthetic elements.
This aspect seeks to highlight the foundations of comparison according to Ibn
Jinni, and to reveal the nature of the criteria he adopted in preferring one poet over
another, reflecting his critical vision of poetry and his criteria for judging its
quality and superiority.

Keywords: criticism, critical engagement, absolute judgments, comparison
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