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The Contributions of Iranian Travelers in Documenting the Social
Conditions of the City of Najaf Al-Ashraf for the Period (1900 - 1925) (A
Historical Study)
Dr. Alyaa Saeed Ibrahim Mohammed
University of Kufa — College of Physical Education and Sports Sciences
alyaas.kassar@uokufa.edu.ig Email:

Abstract:

The human inclination towards exploration, his desire to control the external
world, and his wish for material gain through trade are matters that have driven
him since ancient times to travel and journey, leading him from his region to
neighboring regions to discover their horizons and delve into their unknowns.
Throughout every era, he had journeys and adventures evidenced by inscriptions,
artifacts, and books. "Therefore, travel books are among the most important areas
of classification in historical and geographical knowledge, as they enable
researchers to study the history of relationships and their nature between different
peoples and nationalities, and to monitor various political, economic, social,
cultural aspects, and others during historical times. Moreover, travelers played the
role of critical transmitters of the peoples they visited, their history, and their
civilization. Iranian journeys to Irag—particularly to the holy shrines, including
the Holy City of Najaf with its tombs and sanctuaries—constituted one of the
most prominent windows through which Iranians became acquainted with Arabs,
based on what they wrote about those Iraqi regions. These areas were visited by
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many travelers, leaders, dignitaries, and Orientalists with the aim of observing
them and writing about them from multiple perspectives. They recorded
everything they witnessed, candidly and without reservation, whether in criticism
or praise. Therefore, their writings represent an important source among the
primary sources for the writing of history.
Keywords:Iranian Travelers — Social Conditions — Al-Mashhad Al-Haydari —
The Holy City of Najaf — Visits .
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