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Abstract

This study focuses on the artistic innovations of the Mesopotamian civilization
and is titled "Inscriptions on Bas-Relief Sculptures in Mesopotamia-Form and
content” The research consists of four chapters. The first chapter presents the
methodological framework, beginning with the research problem, which is
articulated in the following question: What is the aesthetic and intellectual role of
inscriptions on Mesopotamian bas-relief sculptures? The significance of the
research lies in shedding light on the importance of written inscriptions found on
sculptural works in Mesopotamia, providing a new interpretive reading of these
sculptural texts across their historical sequences. The objective of the study is to
identify the aesthetic value of inscriptions on Mesopotamian relief sculptures.
The research limits are defined as follows:
Objectively:bas-relief sculptural works
Geographically:Mesopotamia Chronologically: from the Sumerian period (2800
BC) to the end of the OIld Babylonian period (1595 BC).
The chapter also includes definitions of key terms used throughout the theoretical

and applied sections of the study.
The second chapter presents the theoretical framework and previous studies and
IS divided into three main topics:
1. The Development of Writing in Mesopotamia

2. The Meanings and Functions of Writing in  Mesopotamia
3. The Aesthetic Aspects of Writing in  Mesopotamian  Art
This chapter concludes with the indicators derived from the theoretical
framework and previous studies.
The third chapter covers the methodological procedures, including the research
population, which consisted of bas-relief sculptures within the defined temporal
and spatial boundaries. A total of (20) models were identified, from which (3)
samples were intentionally selected based on criteria aligned with the research
objective. The researcher relied on knowledge-based indicators derived from the
theoretical framework as a tool for analysis, using the descriptive-analytical
method, followed by the analysis of the selected samples.
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The fourth chapter presents the key findings resulting from the analysis of the
selected sculptures. Based on these findings, several conclusions were drawn,
followed by recommendations intended to support and develop artistic production
in lrag. Additionally, the researcher provided suggestions for further study
inspired by the topics raised in this research. Finally, the references and sources
that contributed to the theoretical foundation of the study are listed.
Keywords: writing, relief sculptures, Mesopotamia
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