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The Military Role of Commander Jawhar al-Siqilli in the Fatimid Era
Assistant Lecturer Ali Saadi Kareem Al-kinani
Islamic History
General Directorate of Education / Kirkuk

Abstract:

Jawhar al-Siqilli was one of the most prominent military commanders of the
Fatimid Caliphate and played a decisive role in consolidating its power during
the 10th century CE. He led the military campaigns that resulted in the peaceful
conquest of Egypt in 969 CE, relying on strategic planning and political acumen,
which paved the way for Egypt to become the new center of the Fatimid
state.Jawhar also played a crucial role in securing Egypt militarily, suppressing
internal revolts, and organizing defenses against external threats, particularly
from the Abbasids and the Qarmatians. Moreover, he supervised the foundation
of Cairo and the construction of its fortifications, demonstrating the close
connection between his military leadership and administrative authority.
Consequently, Jawhar al-Siqilli stands as a model of a military—political leader
whose actions significantly contributed to the stability and expansion of the
Fatimid Caliphate.

Keywords :Jawhar al-Siqilli, Fatimid Caliphate, Conquest of Egypt, Military
Leadership, Cairo, Fortifications, 10th Century CE.
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