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Abstract

Delving into the events of the Saqifa places us before one of the most sensitive
moments in Islamic history. It was not merely an unplanned gathering, but rather
an early expression of a transformation in the nature of authority following the
passing of the Prophet #. In the midst of a sudden leadership vacuum and an
overlap between the rellglous and the political, tribal considerations came to the
fore, imposing their logic on a reality that had not yet stabilized.

While it was expected that Muslims would refer to what had previously been
established at the event of Ghadir Khumm, and that the Prophet % and his family
would have the succession affirmed in writing, his request was met with refusal—
an indication of the emergence of early political tension. At that point, forces split
between the Ansar and the Muhajirtin, while Banti Hashim were absent from the
proceedings of the Saqifa. Events then took a rapid course, driven by urgent
debate and political struggle, ultimately culminating in the pledge of allegiance to
Abi Bakr. This outcome represented a reconfiguration of the equations of power
within the nascent Islamic community.
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