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Abstract
This research examines the nature of Mauritania—China relations during the period 1965-1975, by tracing the
historical backgrounds and contexts surrounding Mauritania’s independence and its quest for international
recognition, alongside China’s efforts to break its isolation and expand in Africa and the Arab world. The study
shows that establishing diplomatic ties in 1965 was a strategic step for both sides: for Mauritania, it provided a
way to diversify external partners and affirm political independence, while for China, it represented a diplomatic
gain that strengthened its international standing, particularly in its struggle to regain its UN seat. The research
also discusses the economic and cultural cooperation, which remained limited due to scarce resources, and the
boundaries of the relationship under the influence of the Cold War, the Arab—Israeli conflict, and the Non-
Aligned Movement. It concludes that despite its practical limitations, the relationship carried significant political

and symbolic value that enhanced both parties’ positions during that era.
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