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Abstract:

Undoubtedly, any research into the succession to the caliphate during the
Umayyad era and its role in suppressing the Shi'a presence begins with two
crucial events: how the Umayyads seized the caliphate and when Shi'ism
emerged.

The discussion of the establishment of the Umayyad state would be
lengthy, and this is a topic for another discussion, as the scope of this research
does not permit it. However, we will briefly touch upon it to understand how the
Umayyad regime, under the Sufyanids and Marwanids, oppressed prominent
Shi‘a figures and their opposition to this rule without any justification,
compassion, or even basic humanity. They did not stop there; they insisted on
cursing Imam Ali (peace be upon him) from the pulpits. It is worth noting that
they did not resort to cursing other opponents, not even the Kharijites.
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This, in truth, gives us a clear impression of the deep-seated hatred towards
the Prophet's family, as they were the ones who fought their ancestors against the
polytheists, whether in Mecca or Medina, especially those who openly displayed
enmity towards God and His Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him and
his family), where they were killed by Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and his
uncle Hamza (may God be pleased with him). Afterwards, some of their ancestors
entered Islam on the day of the conquest, compelled rather than convinced,
because the victory belonged to peace.

It is well known that they came to power through the gateway of Syria,
namely Mu'awiya, who enjoyed good relations with Christianity and the
Byzantine state, which harbored hostility and hatred towards peace and the
Prophet's family, culminating in the Battle of Karbala, the Battle of al-Harra, the
attack on Mecca and its siege, and many other events.

Keywords: (Shi'a, Umayyad era, succession, Islamic opposition)
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