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Al-Sabahi Al-Salih’s Preferential Judgments in His Book ‘Ulum al-Hadith
wa-Mustalahuhu
Prof. Dr. Ali Nihad Khalil
Affiliation: University of Baghdad / College of Education Ibn Rushd for
Humanities / Department of Qur’anic Sciences
Email: ali.n@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.ig

Abstract:
This research paper presents a study of Prof. Subhi al-Salih’s preferential
judgments in his book ‘Ultim al-Hadith wa-Mustalahuhu, which is considered one
of the finest contemporary works in the field of Hadith studies. The book is
distinguished by its methodology, which combines both transmitted (nagli) and
rational (‘aqli) sources, as well as its clarity and accessibility through the use of
terminology close to the spirit of the modern age. The author avoids unnecessary
disputes, except in cases where engagement is necessary. His exposition of the
preferred opinion in various issues carries intellectual weight and authority, often
supporting one view over another based on well-established evidence, either
directly or indirectly. Consequently, this study is divided into an introduction and

three sections as follows: the first section provides an overview of his book ‘Ultim
al-Hadith wa-Mustalahuhu; the second examines the methods of direct and
indirect preferential judgment used by Prof. Subhi al-Salih; and the third discusses
the forms of preference in his book.
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