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Abstract:

This research examines pre-Islamic trade between Abyssinia (Ethiopia) and the Arabian Peninsula, highlighting
it as a key aspect of economic activity that contributed to the formation of a vast network of economic and cultural
relations in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden region since ancient times. The research employs a historical-analytical
approach, drawing on ancient historical and geographical sources. It reviews the geographical location of both
Abyssinia and the Arabian Peninsula, demonstrating the impact of this location on the flourishing of trade. The
research also explores the network of overland trade routes, most notably the Incense Route, and its role in
transporting precious goods from southern Arabia to northern Arabia, the Levant, and Egypt. In addition, it
examines the maritime routes that connected the ports of Yemen and the Hejaz with the coasts of Abyssinia, East
Africa, and India.The research analyzes the most important commodities traded between the two regions, such as
frankincense, myrrh, perfumes, gold, and ivory, emphasizing their economic significance in the ancient world
and their role in enhancing the status of ports and trading centers. The research also discusses the impact of
political factors, particularly Byzantine intervention and the Abyssinian occupation of southern Arabia in the 6th
century CE, on reshaping the balance of commercial influence in the region. It concludes that pre-Islamic trade
between Abyssinia and the Arabian Peninsula was not merely an exchange of goods, but rather a fundamental
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factor in fostering cultural and civilizational interaction among the peoples bordering the Red Sea. This trade
contributed to the development of a vast economic network that played a significant role in the region's history
before the advent of Islam.Keywords: Abyssinia, Arabian Peninsula, overland trade routes, maritime trade
routes, Incense Route.
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