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This study examines the criteria for moral judgment of judges as formulated by jurists
and hadith scholars, and reveals the ethical dimension in the history of the Abbasid
judiciary, showing that ethical evaluation was not a secondary description in
biographical literature, but rather a tool for shaping the judge’s scholarly and
practical image. The research adopts a historical-analytical method in reading the
reports related to the life of Qadi Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Abi al-Shawarib in works
of history, biographical dictionaries, and jurisprudence, considering him a model in
whom praise and blame converged. The study uncovers two contrasting images of
his personality: an idealized image that highlights his generosity, good character, and
pursuit of hadith, and a critical one that emphasizes accusations of accepting bribes
and illicit gains, and the consequent dismissal from office and annulment of his
rulings. The research concludes that the ethical evaluation of judges is the product of
a complex interaction between legal and moral standards, on the one hand, and
political and institutional considerations, on the other, which calls for a conscious,
critical reading of the reports of praise and censure in historical sources.

Keywords: Qadi Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Abi al-Shawarib; Al Abi al-Shawarib
family; Judiciary; Abbasid era
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