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Abstract

Community participation in judicial decision-making in civil cases is a
delicate matter that balances several crucial legal principles. It rests on
the intersection of three fundamental considerations. The first is the
principle of judicial impartiality and independence, which is the essential
guarantee of the integrity of judicial rulings. The second is the right of
litigants to independently manage their civil disputes, defining their scope
and evidence. The third is the right of society to contribute to achieving
justice as a general value that transcends the individual interests of the
disputing parties. Community participation in this context does not imply
any influence on judicial conviction or direct interference in the course of
civil proceedings. The judge retains ultimate discretionary power in
resolving the dispute according to the law. Rather, this participation is
directed towards a set of institutional mechanisms established by the
legislature and approved by the judiciary. These mechanisms allow for
the integration of social perspectives and general values within
controlled, but not absolute, legal boundaries. This participation often
takes an indirect form that aligns with the requirements of procedural
justice. Community participation in judicial decision-making under Iraqi
law is based on well-established philosophical and legal justifications,
which can be discerned through legislative texts and practical judicial
applications. Judicial practice has settled on these principles, reflecting a
balanced interaction between the requirements of judicial independence
and the demands of social justice in the reality of civil litigation .
Keywords: Judicial decision-making, community participation in judicial
decision-making, community oversight of the judiciary.
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