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Summary
On the eve of the rise of Islam, the Arabian Peninsula constituted a complex religious
landscape dominated by paganism, which functioned not merely as a system of
worship but as the structural framework of tribal society. Pagan belief centered on
functional deities such as al-Lat, al-'Uzza, and Manat, with idols functioning as
symbolic mediators of transcendent powers. Paganism also structured social order
through the sanctity of the sacred months and the integration of trade with religious
seasons in markets such as ‘Ukaz, thereby ensuring temporary social stability, while
priests claimed cognitive and judicial authority by invoking communication with the

unseen.
In contrast, monotheistic religions exerted a limited yet significant intellectual
influence. Judaism was geographically concentrated in the oases of the Hijaz—
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particularly Yathrib and Khaybar—and in Yemen following the conversion of some
Himyarite rulers. Its impact was both economic, through agriculture and credit
practices, and ideological, through the dissemination of concepts such as monotheism,
accountability, and resurrection. Christianity, though more geographically widespread,
suffered from internal fragmentation; it was centered in Najran and the northern border
regions allied with Byzantium, but weakened by doctrinal divisions and its association
with imperial power.

This religious interplay produced a state of spiritual and intellectual tension. While
Arabs recognized a supreme Creator, paganism failed to offer a coherent moral
framework regarding destiny and judgment, and neither Judaism—ethnically
exclusive—nor Christianity—rpolitically entangled and sectarian—was able to unify
Arab society. These conditions, alongside the emergence of a search for a unified and
independent religious authority reflected in the Hanif movement, created the
conditions for the emergence and reception of Islam as a comprehensive monotheistic
and unifying message .Keywords: Paganism, Christianity, Judaism, religion, worship
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