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The Political, Administrative, and Intellectual Role of the Great Historian
Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Nuwayri (d. 733 AH/1333 CE) During the Mamluk
Bahri State (648-784 AH/1250-1382 CE): A Historical Study
Dr. Haider Ubaid Anad Faraj al-Karawi

Research Summary:
This research deals with the biography of the great historian Shihab al-Din Ahmad
bin Abdul Wahhab al-Nuwairi (d.733AH/ 1333AD), from a historical perspective,
highlighting his political, administrative, and intellectual role during the Bahri
Mamluk dynasty. It also reveals aspects of Shihab al-Din al-Nuwairi's personality,
which encompassed encyclopedic knowledge and political and administrative work
for the state during a period that witnessed a major political and military
transformation in the Mamluk state .The research addressed his scholarly output,
particularly his monumental encyclopedic work, The End of the Four in the Arts of
Literature, which is considered one of the most important encyclopedic works in
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Islamic history, as it included a variety of knowledge covering jurisprudence, history,
genealogy, geography, and literature. The research examined Shihab al-Din al-
Nuwairi's position in relation to the royal court and the scholars of his time, as well
as his role as an encyclopedic scholar within the institutions of the Mamluk state .
The research also highlights his political and administrative role through his position
in the Diwan al-Inshaa, which allowed him to document the military and political
events of the Mamluk state from close quarters, as he was a witness to those events
and close to the ruling authority .The research concluded that Shihab al-Din al-
Nuwairi was a model of the prudent encyclopedic scholar, who formed a historical
link between the state and science, leaving us a huge intellectual legacy that is an
important source of Mamluk history for understanding and learning about all aspects
of that period of Islamic history.
Keywords: Mamluk Bahri, Shihab al-Din al-Nuwayri, Nihayat al-Arab, Egypt and
the Levant
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