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The United States, having secured its independence from Britain, sought to build
political and economic relations with various countries around the world. Among these
was the Republic of China. The US had already begun strengthening its economic ties
since 1784, sending ships laden with goods at a rate exceeding its needs and importing
essential commodities, primarily tea. These relations deepened significantly in the 1840s
following the First Opium War. Seeking a foothold in China, like other nations, the US
was compelled to sign the Wangai (Tianjin) Treaty in 1844 and the Tianjin Treaty in
1858, coinciding with the outbreak of the Second Opium War. The United States was
careful to maintain open channels with China to prevent any country from being unfairly
disadvantaged by the privileges granted to European powers (Britain, France, and
Brazil). Further strengthening these ties was achieved in 1868 with the signing of the
Burlingame Agreement, which regulated economic and political relations, including the
immigration and settlement of the United States and China. The boycott, as a result,
allowed immigration and the internal problems it caused to the American economy, due
to the voices demanding a halt or prevention of Chinese immigration, and this was
achieved on the ground by legislation of exclusion under the 1882 law.
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