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Abstract:

This research aims to examine electoral integrity and oversight of political financial
resources in Iragq and Egypt through an analytical and comparative approach. It seeks to
demonstrate the extent to which the constitutional and legal frameworks in both countries
are able to ensure the transparency of the electoral process and protect it from the
influence of illicit political money. The research relied on a comparative approach as the
primary tool to uncover the differences and similarities between Iragi and Egyptian
legislation, employing a descriptive-analytical approach to describe, analyze, and interpret
relevant legal texts. The research reached several conclusions, most notably: While both
countries recognize the principle of electoral integrity as a constitutional guarantee, Egypt
demonstrated greater stability in its legal system through the National Elections
Commission, while Iraq suffers from repeated legislative amendments and a weak
independence of its electoral commission. The study also revealed that Egypt imposes
financial ceilings on electoral campaigns and requires candidates to submit public financial
reports, while Iraq lacks similarly strict mechanisms, which opens the door to illicit political
money and impacts the fairness of the electoral process. Based on these findings, the study
concluded with a set of recommendations, most notably: the need to strengthen the
independence of electoral bodies in both countries, establish unified ceilings for electoral
spending, require candidates to publicly disclose their sources of funding, implement
deterrent sanctions against the use of political money, and publicly publish candidates'
financial reports to enhance transparency.
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