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g 3y ARl (alitial)

The study of settlement patterns and their civilizational contributions during the
Samarra Period is considered one of the most significant topics emphasized by many
researchers in the field of ancient Iragi history. This importance stems from the
crucial role the Samarra Period played in laying the foundations of ancient
Mesopotamian civilization, as well as in revealing the environmental factors that
attracted human populations to settle in this specific region.

The ancient inhabitants of Iraq experienced various subsistence patterns
during the prehistoric periods, particularly during their early struggle for survival in
a harsh and challenging environment. Initially, humans relied on food gathering,
which gradually evolved into hunting birds and wild animals. Eventually, they
transitioned to nomadic herding, and later discovered agriculture—a development
that fundamentally transformed their lifestyle and subsistence strategies. Permanent
settlement began with the establishment of the first agricultural villages. The natural
environment provided favorable conditions for stability, including raw building
materials, fertile lands, and abundant water sources, all of which encouraged the
population to adopt a sedentary and agricultural way of life.

The Samarra Period played a pivotal role in the economic, social, and
architectural development of ancient Mesopotamian society. This cultural phase is
part of the Chalcolithic (Copper Age) and is named after the city of Samarra, located
on the eastern bank of the Tigris River, approximately 120 kilometers north of
Baghdad. Archaeological excavations in the region have uncovered numerous
artifacts, including statues, clay tablets, pottery vessels, and evidence of early
metallurgy. Moreover, remains of residential structures, village walls, and burial sites
have been found, offering a comprehensive picture of the civilization during this
period.

Keywords: Chalcolithic Age, Ancient History of Irag, Samarra Civilization,
Archaeological Excavations
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