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Abstract

The social structure in North Africa before European colonization was
diverse and complex, and was influenced by various factors, including tribal
formation.Tribes played a pivotal role in the social structure, especially in rural
areas, due to their own social and political structures.Tribalism was an
influential factor in social relations. As for the urban formation in cities, the
social structure was more complex, as it included different social classes, such
as the ruling class, merchants, craftsmen, scholars, and clerics, as well as
foreigners and minorities from the Ottomans, Mamluks, Turkmen, Europeans,
Negroes, Jews, and Andalusians. In addition, there were Christians, slaves, and
clients, as well as different ethnic groups, such as the Amazigh, Arabs, and
Africans. They lived in different regions and had their own cultures and
traditions, in addition to religious and scientific formation. Islam played a role
in defining social and cultural relations, values, and morals, and was an
influential factor in the social structure. Clergy enjoyed a prestigious social
position, and the main economic activity depended on agriculture in rural areas,
while trade was the economic activity. Mainly in cities, due to North Africa's
connection to other regions in Africa, Europe, and the Middle East, particularly
due to its privileged geographical location on the Mediterranean and Atlantic

Oceans.
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