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Abstract:

This study examines the philosophical and religious foundations of ethics—namely, ethical
theory as articulated by Sufis and gnostics (‘urafa’). It seeks to uncover the ethical and
pedagogical dimensions embedded in the Sufi stations (magamat) within the framework of the
Islamic worldview. From this perspective, Sufi paths, as formulated and adapted by the leading
figures of Islamic Sufism since their earliest emergence, were not merely individual, personal
spiritual experiences; rather, they constituted a value-laden project carrying the seeds of a moral
philosophy whose ultimate aim is the purification of the human soul, the refinement of the heart
from impurities and defilement, and the cultivation of the Muhammadan virtues, in fulfillment
of the Prophetic mission to perfect noble character.

This research adopts a historical-analytical methodology grounded in the analysis of key
concepts through an interpretive-comparative approach to major Sufi terms requiring
examination—such as asceticism (zuhd), trust in God (tawakkul), contentment (rida), repentance
(tawba), and love (mahabba), among others. In addition, it employs a comparative method by
juxtaposing the Sufi stations as articulated by prominent figures of Shi‘i gnosis with those of
Sunni Sufism.

The study proceeds from the hypothesis that the maqamat represent a precise pedagogical ascent
and a structured spiritual ladder whose purpose is the purification of the soul, the cleansing of
the spirit, and the refinement of moral character, culminating in the attainment of knowledge as
understood within the Sufi conception of ma ‘rifa.

The research is based on a conceptual analysis of texts authored by major Sufi thinkers,
particularly those addressing the ethical and pedagogical dimensions of the Sufi stations. These
texts span two principal Sufi corpora: the Sunni tradition, represented for example by al-Junayd,
al-Qushayri, and al-Ghazali; and the Shi‘i tradition, represented by Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi (Mulla
Sadra), Sayyid Haydar al-Amuli, Radi al-Din ‘Ali ibn Tawds, and al-Fayd al-Kashani, among
others.

Bringing together the Sunni and Shi‘i Sufi corpora within the context of laying the foundations
for an Islamic moral philosophy highlights significant points of intersection and constructive
convergence in the formation of a unified ethical vision, despite divergences in political
reference frameworks and perspectives. The study concludes that there exists a shared Sufi
ethical core that may be regarded as one of the most important bridges of rapprochement between
the two traditions, thereby affirming and reinforcing the thesis of an inclusive, non-divisive
Sufism as an ethical discourse that transcends sectarian and doctrinal boundaries.

Furthermore, the study seeks to relate these Sufi stations to the present by examining their
influence in contemporary Sufi lodges and educational institutions, while raising the question of
ethical renewal in light of the crisis of values afflicting modern societies. In doing so, the research
opens new horizons for reading Sufism not as a static heritage, but as a dynamic ethical-
philosophical system capable of renewal—especially in view of the urgent need within
contemporary societies to cultivate a sound, virtuous, balanced, and moderate human being in
an age marked by the most brutal manifestations of violence and dehumanization.
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