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Abstract:
This study addresses the issue of prayer in mixed-gender spaces from
a comparative jurisprudential perspective, It aimns to analyze the rul-
ings regarding performing prayer in environments where men and
women congregate outside traditional mosque settings, such as uni-
versities, airplanes, and hospitals. These settings pose practical chal-
lenges to fulfilling the conditions of prayer, including cleanliness of the
place, facing the Qibla, covering the ‘awrah, and maintaining focus
and devotion, raising questions about the validity of individual and
congregational prayer under such circumstances,
The study employs a comparative analytical method, reviewing the
four major Islamic schools of thought (Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘i, Han-
bali) concerning the conditions for valid prayer in mixed spaces, Italso
examines contemporary fatwas issued by international and national
jurisprudential councils. The research includes applied jurisprudence,
exploring practical cases in universities, modern transportation, and
hospitals, highlighting juristic solutions that balance religious obliga—
tions with contemporary realities.
The results indicate that the default ruling permits prayer in any
pure place, provided that the ‘awrah is covered and distractions are
minimized. In cases of necessity or public need, performing prayer
in mixed spaces is allowed according to specific conditions that vary
between schools. The study emphasizes the importance of jurispru—
dential flexibility in light of the objectives of Sharia (Maqasid al-Sharia)
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to ensure that acts of worship are performed correctly and practically.

Keywords: Prayer, Mixed Spaces, Comparative Jurisprudence,
Universities, Airplanes, Hospitals, Contemporary ljtihad
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