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THE ECOLOGY OF THE UPPER ZAAB RIVER AND SOME
BIOLOGICAL ASPECTS FOR SHABOOT, Barbus grypus
(HECKLE, 1843) AT NORTH OF IRAQ

A. J. Al-Rudainy* N. S. Al-Mufty**
ABSTRACT

The ecology of the Upper Zaap river and some of biological aspects for
shabbot, Barbus grypus were studied at Asky Kalak village, North Iraq during
to November 2005 to October 2006.Water temperature related with air
temperature and the lowest values reached for water was 11.5 C° during
January and the highest was 28 C° during July 2006. The water pH values were
ranging between 7.4 and 8.5. The Upper Zaab was freshwater and the salinity
concentration values were ranged between 0.22 gm/l during January and 0.40
gm/l during July 2006. The lower value of water transparency was 11.5 cm
recorded during February and the height was 50cm reached during July 2006.
The oxygen dissolved in water increased above than 5 mlg/l and the highest was
12 mig/l at January ,whereas , the lowest was 7.5 mlg/l during July 2006. A total
of 276 specimens of shabbot were collected and ranging between 14 and 40.5 cm
as total length and between 17.5 and 430 gm as total weight. Total-lengthweight
relationship showed that fish growth was allometric. Fish Condition factor was
ranging between 0.55 during May and 1.10 during August 2006.

* College of Veterinary Medicine- Baghdad Univ.- Baghdad, Iraqg.
** Coll.of Agric., Salahaddin Univ.- Salahaddin, Irag.
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