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Abstract:

This research examines the Parliamentary Complaints and Petitions
Committee in Iraq during the period from 1925 to 1932. It was one of the
standing committees established following the issuance of the Iraqi Basic Law of
1925. The committee was entrusted with receiving petitions submitted by
citizens, reviewing their complaints, and submitting recommendations to the
Chamber of Deputies, thereby serving as a link between the public and the
legislative authority.

The study shows that this committee was not merely an administrative body;
rather, it became a prominent political and social platform within parliamentary
life. It addressed complaints that directly affected people’s lives, such as issues
related to fees and taxes, grievances of farmers and merchants, conditions of
employees and retirees, education, public services, unemployment problems, as
well as tribal disputes.

The committee’s deliberations reflected the political divisions of the time, as
voices of the national opposition emerged within it, defending the interests of the
people, alongside pro-government deputies who supported government policies,
and others who attempted to mediate between the two sides. Through this, the
committee represented an authentic picture of parliamentary life during the reign
of King Faisal I.

Keywords: complaints and petitions, Chamber of Deputies, the monarchical
era, parliamentary committees, popular petitions.
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