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summary:
The research on the course of Turkish-Saudi relations, during the period after
2001, shows that these relations have taken the path of: cooperation, and mutual
coordination, especially since each of the two countries is: an ally of the United
States:
The political system in Saudi Arabia is based on an absolute monarchy, where the
king serves as both head of state and head of government, with laws and
legislation derived from Islamic Sharia. There is a consultative Shura Council
appointed by the king, but no political parties or general elections, except for
limited municipal ones. In contrast, Turkey follows a presidential republic, where
the president is directly elected by the people and holds broad executive powers.
Legislation is based on the secular constitution, implemented through an elected
parliament that represents multiple political parties. Turkey also holds regular
national elections and maintains an independent judiciary. Thus, the key
difference lies in Saudi Arabia’s reliance on religious legitimacy and centralized
authority under the king, versus Turkey’s reliance on popular legitimacy through
elections and political pluralism
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