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etween the Colonial Legacy and Political Sects in Lebanon B
A Historical and :(Y+YY-)%¢Y)Contemporary Challenges
Analytical Study in Light of the Democratic Experience
Assistant Professor Udai Ibrahim Majid Horan
University of Anbar —College of Education for Humanities

Abstract

This study examines the issue of political sectarianism in Lebanon as
one of the most entrenched structural obstacles to the establishment of
analytical -an effective democratic system. Employing a. historical
of the emergence and. methodology, the research traces the trajectory
entrenchment of sectarianism as a foundational component of

to the year )4¢Ygovernance, from the moment of independence in
It analyzes the interplay between the historical legacy of French .Y+ YY
lenges facing the Lebanese s  colonialism and the contemporary chal

The study highlights the critical political and social
titutionalizing sectarianism transformations that have contributed to ins
as an organizing principle of constitutional institutions, beginning
with the foundational National Pact, through the Taif Agreement of
which restructured the political system in the aftermath of the —) A4
aprising Y+Y4 YVing in the October and culminat—civil war

The findings reveal that political sectarianism in Lebanon has evolved
beyond a provisional historical compromise to become a deeply
entrenched institutional framework. This system was reinforced
ate and further consolidated by the practices during the French Mand
of successive political elites. The study demonstrates that the lack of
genuine political will among these elites has obstructed any serious
.attempt to abolish sectarian governance

esented a pivotal moment in the uprising repr Y+)iWhile the
evolution of Lebanese political consciousness 1n rejecting
sectarianism, it ultimately failed to bring about a sustainable structural
transformation, due to the persistent influence of sectarian dynamics
.fentrenched political forcesand the resistance o
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In light of these findings, the study recommends the initiation of a
comprehensive reform process. This includes revisiting the existing
social contract in favor of a unified civil citizenship framework,
representation, and enacting a fair electoral law that ensures effective
strengthening the independence of official institutions and oversight
bodies. These measures are deemed essential for the construction of a
state founded on the rule of law, justice, and inclusive civic
.citizenship in Lebanon

:Keywords
Uprising;  )YYLebanon; Taif Agreement; October ;5ects
Consociational Democracy; Civil Citizenship; Social Media
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