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Abstract

This research entitled: the Ottoman-Russian wars 1768-1774 through Russian sources,
aiming to provide an academic contribution to this crucial period, which has not received
sufficient attention. The 18th century was a pivotal stage in Ottoman-Russian relations,
witnessing four major wars between the two empires, leading to the decline of the Ottomans
and the rise of Russia. After the Treaties of Karlowitz (1699) and Istanbul (1700), the weakness
of the Ottoman state became evident, prompting Russia to pursue an expansionist policy toward
its southern neighbor.

Peter the Great (1682—1725) sought to secure maritime access for Russia, obtaining
navigation rights in the Sea of Azov through the Treaty of Istanbul (1700), and then continued
his expansion in the Baltic (1703—1704). Catherine the Great (1762—1796) firmly continued
this expansionist policy, employing diplomatic and military strategies, including supporting the
Greek Project, promoting Pan-Slavism, and stirring conflicts in Poland, the Balkans, and the
Caucasus.

The first war of the 18th century broke out when Russian forces crossed the Ottoman
border while pursuing members of the Polish Confederation, committing a massacre in Balta
against Ottoman Muslims and Jews. The war lasted six years (1768—1774) and witnessed fierce
battles on land and sea. Russia achieved victory due to its strategic and military superiority,
leading to the reinstatement of Grand Vizier Muhsinzade Mehmed Pasha in 1771 after his
earlier dismissal for opposing the war. However, he was ultimately forced to sign the Treaty of
Kiiciik Kaynarca (1774) under harsh terms.

On the international level, the war’s outcomes highlighted major strategic issues such
as the status of Crimea, control over the Black Sea, and the Ottoman Straits (the Bosporus and
the Dardanelles)—issues that continue to hold significance today.
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