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Abstract:
This research addresses the topic of the levels and finctions of silence
in contemporary Iraqi poetry, considering it as an aesthetic and se—
mantic structure parallel to speech. The study starts from the hypoth-
esis that silence is not absence but another form of presence that opens
texts to multiple interpretive possibilities. It is divided into two sec—
tions: the first examines the levels of silence (visual, acoustic, semantic,
and symbolic—psychological), while the second explores its fimctions
(expressive, aesthetic, tension-building, and protective).
The findings show that Iraqi poets employed silence as an effective
poetic mechanism that reveals both individual suffering and collective
experience, while at the same time granting the texts additional aes—
thetic energy and offering the reader a wide horizon of interpretation
and participation, Thus, silence in contemporary Iraqi poetry is not
merely a linguistic pause but rather a second langunage that expresses
the Iraqi tragedy and reflects its hurman and aesthetic dimensions.
Keywords: Silence; Contemporary Iraqi Poetry; Semiotics; Po-
etic Functions; Symbol and Meaning,
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