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Abstract
Nationalist thought is considered one of the major intellectual and
political phenomena that played a fundamental role in shaping modern
European history. Nationalism emerged as an intellectual and political
concept during the 19th and 20th centuries, based on a set of cultural and
historical factors that contributed to the construction of national identities
and the formation of nation-states. However, the emergence of this thought
was neither rapid nor spontaneous; rather, it was the result of a series of
social, economic, and political transformations that influenced European
societies over centuries. The Catholic Church, as a dominant religious and
political force, delayed the rise of a national consciousness in favor of
religious affiliation, while the feudal system and the linguistic dominance
of Latin hindered the formation of a unified national identity. Additionally,
the absence of the bourgeoisie and the limited spread of education
significantly delayed the emergence of nationalist thought. Therefore,
studying the origins of European nationalism requires an in-depth analysis
of the factors that contributed to its delay, with a focus on the role that
political and intellectual transformations played in paving the way for the
emergence of the modern nation-state.
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