Moy (Al
TR AT
| el 2026 3131747 sdall s 3 polas Dol Sty

4 )

)\}wbdl.cué:aal‘p.w)

The Script of the Qur’an: Its Rationale and
Secrets

o J

Jgaie a8yl pp
Assit. Lect.Sarah Ibrahim Mansour

et p gladl ol /ol nncal
University Of Babylon / College of Islamic Sciences

Keywords: Qur’anic Orthography, Qur’anic punctuation.



2026 1317 47 sdadl 7 5 polas irweMsd Sk y

1 oadlall
3paialld adascag anSI TR (g oyl Aabeiall Lladl) ol (he adailiy Conuaall sy g sange 32
Lall e i Sy cglie o glde Aalall ey Cialad) gy i€ ) Al ga Slde)) sl 4
gl ae lea¥ laual 2@ Jially Jagil) Ll lajaadis Aulall clehall sgag o ddadlaall el (J<al
s 0o sl 5 a5l sl IS8 LBl 8 Galll e slalall 83 Cus caaleV) Jsiag Sl dad)
J<ally Sl jaey aniald gaahall aaal Gr dilall cla & caladSl ald @lSa G uall Laal)
A QS Jaia b (galgaa) J<ally Ll a8l Slisd) sl n peall agud My L agdl Cag )
38 Liagy ) cUasay Loa el LS Uagina Sl (T i ¢ ciallly Clpmill (0 ailiuas
Abstract:

The subject of the script and punctuation marking of the Qur’an is considered one
of the most significant issues related to the history of its compilation and
standardization. The term ‘Uthmanic script refers to the style in which the Qur’anic
codices were written during the caliphate of ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, which were devoid
of dots and vowel marks, in order to preserve the multiple modes of Qur’anic
recitation and facilitate their transmission. Later, diacritics and vocalization signs were
introduced with the expansion of Islam and the conversion of non-Arab peoples, as
scholars feared errors in pronunciation. Abii al-Aswad al-Du’ali was the first to
introduce dots to distinguish the final vowel sounds of words, followed by al-Khalil
ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi, who devised the system of vowel signs in the form known
today. The combination of the divinely preserved ‘Uthmanic script and the scholarly-
developed diacritics and vocalization marks contributed to safeguarding the Qur’an
from distortion and mispronunciation, ensuring that it has remained preserved—both
in wording and in orthographic precision—exactly as it was revealed, up to the present
day.
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