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Belonging in the poetry of Hazbar Mahmoud
(A sample of the collection ""A Trace on Water")
Asst. Lect. Sara Jalal Abdullah
University of Kirkuk / College of Arts
Email: sarahjalal@uokirkuk.edu.iq

Abstract

The creative individual has always felt a sense of loss and alienation from
identity and environment, regardless of the art form through which they express
their thoughts. This issue has always been relative among creative individuals,
just as its manifestations have been fluid. For example, poets aligned with the
ruling power often exhibit stronger and more prominent political affiliation than
social affiliation, just as religious affiliation is stronger than urban affiliation for
some poets. Thus, the manifestations of belonging among poets vary. It is
noteworthy that a poet's sense of belonging is at its most intense when they are in
exile, having left their homeland. Perhaps this stems from their attempt to
compensate for this loss or their failure to belong to the new place and ideology.
They then return and create a homeland for themselves in their collective
memory, and their poetry is imbued with a sense of belonging to that longed-for
homeland in all its aspects.
Keywords: Hazbar Mahmoud, belonging, affiliation, free verse, homeland.
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