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The Dimensions of Economic Cooperation in Turkish—British
Relations (1937-1945)

Dr. Ali Naim Mahmoud
University of Samarra / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

This study examines the development of Turkish—British relations between
1937 and 1945, a critical period in the history of international relations marked by
profound political, military, and economic transformations. The growing German
and Italian threats in Europe and the Mediterranean prompted Britain to view
Turkey as a strategic partner due to its geopolitical control over the Bosphorus and
Dardanelles. Following the death of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk in 1938 and the rise
of Ismet Inénii to the presidency, Turkey adopted a cautious policy of neutrality
aimed at safeguarding its national security and internal stability The study
highlights that the pre-war period witnessed the signing of several defense and
economic agreements intended to enhance cooperation without forcing Turkey into
direct military involvement. During World War II, Britain intensified its
diplomatic and economic efforts to draw Turkey into the Allied camp by providing
military assistance, financial loans, and trade incentives, particularly concerning
strategic raw materials such as chromium. Despite sustained pressure, Turkey
maintained a delicate balance in its relations with both the Allies and the Axis
powers until 1945, when it formally joined the Allies as the war drew to a close.
The study concludes that these relations significantly strengthened Turkey’s
economic and military capacities and laid the groundwork for its post-war role as
a key Western ally.

Keywords: Turkey, Britain, Economy, World War, Military Capabilities.
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