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The book “History of the Comoros” is a critical
scholarly edition of a rare manuscript written by
Judge Omar bin Abi Bakr Al-Shirazi in 1866 CE.
It stands as one of the earliest indigenous historical
documents chronicling the Comoros Islands just
prior to French colonization. The editor, Dr. Ahmed
Abd al-Baqi Husni, presents the manuscript with
meticulous annotation and commentary, alongside
an introductory study that elucidates its historical,
linguistic, and political contexts.

The manuscript focuses on the political and
military events in the Comoros Islands (Mayotte,
Anjouan, Mohéli, and Grande Comore) during
the 19th century, particularly the conflicts among
local sultans and the interference of external
powers such as the French and the British. It also
records the Arab, Persian, and Shirazi migrations
to the islands and their role in spreading Islam
and establishing political entities, making it an
indispensable document for understanding the
social and political history of the Comoros during
the colonial transition.
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