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Abstract

After the February 8, 1963 coup and the developments taking place
in Iraq, the United States and the Soviet Union announced their recognition
of the new regime in Iraq. This recognition by the two powers stemmed
from their competition to secure gains and preserve their interests in Iraq.
The Soviet Union considered the Iraqi people to be the sole rulers of Iraq
and announced its recognition of the February 8, 1963, government. In
reality, this coup represented a real setback for the Soviet Union in Iraq, as
they viewed the rule of Abdul Karim Qasim as a period of prosperity and
expansion of communist thought in the region. The Soviet Union
considered the coup an American plot orchestrated by Washington. The
Soviet Union had placed great hopes in Iraq as a strategic ally in the region,
and the coup shattered those hopes. Its recognition of the new government
was intended to preserve its interests in Iraq. However, the Aref
government shifted its focus toward the Western camp, represented by the
United States, and won another round on July 17, 1968, ushering in a new
chapter in relations.
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