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Abstract

The construction of any literary work resembles the construc-
tion of a house; any flaw in that structure will inevitably lead
to its collapse and downfall. The same can be said about these
majalis: any defect that occurs in the construction of the literary
text—whether in its introduction, its middle, or its conclusion—
will affect its aesthetic quality, the receiver’s inclination toward
it, and its impact upon him.

Classical critics paid great attention to the structure of the
text. Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani (d. 456 AH) dedicated a separate
chapter in his book al-‘Umda fi Mahasin al-Shi‘r wa Adabih wa
Naqdih entitled “Chapter on the Beginning, the Transition, and
the Ending,” in which he defines the main components upon
which the literary text is built in every time and place.

Keywords: structural construction, al-Sayyid al-Karaki,

Tasliyat al-Majalis.
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