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Abstract

The study addresses one of the most prominent figures of re-
ligious authority in the Shi‘i Islamic world, Shaykh Murtada al-
Ansari, who was born in the year (1214 AH /1800 CE) in the
city of Dezful in the Arabistan region, to two Arab parents. He
spent most of his life moving between scholarly and Islamic cit-
ies in Iraq and Iran in pursuit of knowledge, with the holy city
of Karbala’ at the forefront of the cities in which he resided and
studied. This research mainly sheds light on this phase of his pur-
suit of knowledge in holy Karbala’, where he attended the les-
sons of Sayyid Muhammad al-Mujahid and Shaykh Muhammad
Sharif al-‘Ulama’, as well as the events and intellectual currents
the city witnessed during his stay, in addition to the political ten-
sions that had security repercussions whose effects were reflect-
ed on scholarly life and pushed him to migrate from the city. He
later returned a second time and remained for a year, and finally
migrated to al-Najaf al-Ashraf, where he became the leader of
the religious seminary until his death in the year (1281 AH / 1864
CE), leaving behind valuable works in the science of jurispru-
dence and its principles, which became a main academic method-
ology for religious study and continue to be so to this day.

Keywords: Shaykh Murtada al-Ansari, events of Karbala’
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