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Sustainable development is a vital concept in the modern era< with roots
extending back to earlier periods. This research focuses on the role of sustainable
development in educational and health institutions during the Ayyubid period (564-
648 AH / 1169-1250 AD) and the Mamluk period (648-923 AH / 1250-1517 AD).
We will focus on the initiatives and policies that promoted sustainability in these
sectors and evaluate their impact on society. This research aims to extract lessons
learned from historical experiences for application in the presentc employing a
historical-analytical approach. It also seeks to establish a balance between an
economic system that avoids the depletion of natural resources and one that
prioritizes environmental security. Given the inherent human dimension of
sustainable development« which is intertwined with the environmental dimension«
the responsibility for preserving and caring for natural resources has become
paramount. Educational and health institutions emerged as fundamental pillars of
society during the Ayyubid and Mamluk eras. Schools evolved from simple study
circles into comprehensive educational institutions offering higher education in
various fields« while hospitals (bimaristans) developed into comprehensive medical
facilities providing care and treatment to all members of society. These institutions
played a vital role in providing essential services and community welfare« and their
remarkable resilience and prosperity over centuries make them ideal case studies
for understanding the manifestations of sustainable development in the past and its
relevance to the present. Therefore« the research is divided into two sections: the
first examines educational and health institutions in the Ayyubid era« and the second
examines educational and health institutions in the Mamluk era.
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