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Drawing on our examination of the principal figurative devices—simile, metaphor, and
metonymy—in the representation of women in Arabic poetry, and by tracing their
presence in Maqatil al-"Ushshaq by Ibn al-Sarraj and Diwan al-Sababah by Ibn Abi
Hajalah al-Tilimsani, this study highlights the central role these rhetorical arts play in
shaping the aesthetic construction of the female image in both works.

Our analysis reveals that simile is the most direct tool employed in depicting women and
their physical and moral qualities. Both authors compile examples that bring the
woman’s image closer to elements of nature—such as the branch, the crescent, the rose,
or the gazelle—thus endowing her presence with a vivid sensory beauty. Metaphor, on
the other hand, introduces a deeper semantic dimension: the selected metaphors range
from surface-level description to richly symbolic and suggestive expressions, whereby
the woman becomes a metaphor for light, a celestial body, or enchantment itself,
reflecting her psychological and emotional impact on the recipient. Metonymy further
reinforces the ethical and social dimensions of the female figure, alluding to her modesty,
charm, or emotional aloofness without direct statement, which imparts a refined subtlety
to the poetic discourse.

The analysis demonstrates that these figurative arts are far from ornamental devices;
rather, they function as essential mechanisms in shaping the discourse of love and
longing. They contribute to representing the woman as a beloved, an inspirer, and a
symbol of human beauty.

Ultimately, the study concludes that the aesthetic power of the female image in both
works emerges from the balanced interplay among the three rhetorical arts: metaphor
distinguished by its semantic depth, simile by its sensory immediacy, and metonymy by
its symbolic resonance. Despite the diversity of imagery across poets and the shared
thematic context of the two works, the poets display remarkable creativity in
constructing the woman’s image. This artistic inventiveness yields linguistic variety and
stylistic richness, reinforcing the strong coherence between form and meaning
throughout both texts.

Keywords: (wrestler, arts, resemble, passion, his beloved)
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