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The study examines the position of the United Kingdom of Libya toward the most
significant political transformations of 1958, with particular emphasis on the Lebanese
crisis and the Iragi coup. During that period, Lebanon experienced severe political and
security unrest following the assassination of journalist Nasib al-Matni and the escalation
of popular protests against the rule of President Camille Chamoun. This prompted the
Lebanese government to submit an official complaint to the League of Arab States,
accusing the United Arab Republic, led by Egypt, of interference. The League Council
convened in Benghazi under Libya’s presidency, where Libya played an active
mediating role, seeking to calm the situation and preserve Lebanese sovereignty, despite
President Chamoun’s refusal to accept the Council’s resolutions. This stance highlighted
Libyan policy based on balance and neutrality.

In Iraq, the coup of 14 July 1958 led to the overthrow of the monarchy and the killing of
the royal family, causing profound shock to King Idris al-Senussi and the Libyan
government. Despite internal and external pressures, Libya sought to balance its familial
and religious ties with the Iraqi royal family against its supreme national interests. This
approach culminated in the decision to recognize the Iragi republican regime on 8 August
1958, on the condition that the Iragi ambassador, Abdul Moneim al-Kilani, remain in
Tripoli.

The study reflects Libya’s ability to practice a balanced and prudent diplomacy in
managing Arab crises, maintaining the stability of the kingdom, and harmonizing its
national interests with adherence to diplomatic norms and Arab solidarity, despite the
complex challenges and regional conflicts that characterized that period.
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