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Abstract

The simile is considered one of the most prominent rhetorical devices used by poets
to add beauty and depth to their poetic meanings. It relies on a comparison between
two different entities to highlight their point of resemblance, thereby enriching the
text and creating a strong visual or conceptual impact on the reader’s mind. A simile
consists of two elements: the tenor (the thing being described) and the vehicle (the
thing it is compared to), along with a shared characteristic that emphasizes the
similarity, whether in qualities, feelings, or actions.

The simile plays a crucial role in enhancing poetic expression, as it helps clarify ideas
and embody abstract concepts in a tangible way, making the poem more impactful
and engaging. Moreover, the use of simile allows the poet to employ his imagination
in creating innovative artistic images that convey emotions and sensations in multiple
dimensions. These comparisons can vary between simple and complex similes, as
well as between explicit and implicit forms. The poet demonstrates mastery in
employing similes by selecting the ones that best suit the poem’s theme and spirit, so
that the simile is not merely a linguistic ornament but an artistic tool that adds
intellectual and aesthetic value.

This is evident in the careful choice of words, avoidance of trivial or superficial
comparisons, and the skillful integration of simile elements to evoke emotion or
provoke contemplation. Additionally, a poet’s creativity is reflected in the
diversification of similes and their unconventional application, which reveals his
uniqueness in expression and command of language, transforming ordinary scenes
into vivid poetic tableaux. Consequently, the simile serves as a distinguishing
criterion in evaluating the quality of a poem and the poet’s ability to convey his
artistic vision in an attractive and effective manner.
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