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Geographical Analysis of the Causes of Disability for People with

Special Needs in the Holy Karbala Governorate

Abstract:

The research aims to identify the rates of disabled populations and the most important reasons
that led to disability in the holy province of Karbala, and to reveal the spatial variation of these
reasons. In order to achieve this, the descriptive and analytical method and quantitative methods
were used, through analyzing the data obtained and classifying it in statistical tables and
converting it into rates, percentages, maps and graphs at the level of administrative units. The
standard score (*) was used, which is one of the most important statistical equations used in
classifying the phenomenon and the spatial variation that results from it in its distribution.
The research reached a number of results, the most important of which is the existence of spatial
variation in the Holy Karbala Governorate and at the level of its administrative units in the rates
of disability and its causes The disability rate in 2013 was 134.03 per thousand in the province,
with the highest rate in the holy province of Karbala reaching 282.82 per thousand in the Al-
Hindiya district and the lowest rate at 20.95 per thousand in the Al-Husayniya district. In 2023,
the disability rate was 142.79 per thousand in the province, with the highest rate in the Karbala
district at 169.86 per thousand and the lowest in the Ain Al-Tamr district at 89.42 per thousand.
The research indicated several causes of disability in the province, with old age being the most
prevalent, accounting for 44.3% of all causes. This was highest in the Karbala district at 47.3%.
The second most common cause was illness, at 31.1%. Visual impairment was the most
common type of disability, affecting 45.8% of all disabled individuals, with the highest
percentage in the Al-Hindiya district. The district of Karbala had the highest percentage of
disabled individuals (48.5%), with the lowest percentage in Al-Khairat sub-district (38.8%).
The second most common disability was mobility impairment (26.3%). At the governorate
level, the highest percentage was in Al-Husayniyah district (32.4%), and the lowest was in the
city of Karbala (25.3%).
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