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Abstract

- The present study aims to analyze the content of the Social Studies textbook for the second
intermediate grade in light of life skills, and to identify the level and balance of inclusion of these
skills within the textbook content. To achieve this aim, the researcher adopted the descriptive—
analytical approach, employing content analysis as the most appropriate method for the nature of
the study. The analysis was conducted on the Social Studies textbook for the second intermediate
grade issued by the Iraqi Ministry of Education, which consists of six chapters, using a content
analysis checklist developed by the researcher based on educational literature and international
life skills frameworks issued by organizations such as UNESCO and WHO.

- The content analysis instrument comprised nine main life skills components represented by forty-
five behavioral indicators. The validity and reliability of the instrument were verified using
appropriate statistical procedures. The results revealed that the total frequency of life skills
embedded in the textbook reached 1,360 occurrences, distributed unevenly across the life skills
components.

- The findings indicated that citizenship and social responsibility, as well as critical thinking, were
the most frequently represented life skills in the textbook content, whereas skills such as self-
awareness and stress and emotion management appeared at relatively lower levels compared to
other skills. In addition, the results demonstrated a noticeable variation in the distribution of life
skills across the textbook chapters, reflecting an imbalance in the integration of these skills within
the instructional content.

- These findings suggest that the Social Studies textbook for the second intermediate grade places
greater emphasis on cognitive and social skills related to citizenship and thinking, while giving
less attention to personal and emotional life skills. Accordingly, the study highlights the need to
reconsider the organization of the textbook content and to ensure a more balanced integration of
life skills, in line with the objectives of Social Studies education and the developmental needs of
students at the intermediate stage.
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