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Imam Malik (d. 179 AH) said: “The matter is with
us” regarding issues of prayer« as found in his book
Al-Mudawwana.
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Research Abstract

This research examines the significance and impact of the phrase
used by Imam Malik ibn Anas (d. 179 AH): "The matter is with us" ( Y
txe) in deriving rulings specifically concerning prayer (Salat), as
documented in his book "Al-Mudawwana" narrated by his student Ibn Al-
Qasim, which forms the basis of the Maliki school of thought.

The phrase "The matter is with us" is considered one of the most
important technical terms and strongest pieces of evidence used by Imam
Malik. It refers to the inherited practice ('Amal) of the people of Medina,
passed down from generation to generation. It does not merely signify the
opinion of the jurists of Medina, but rather the practical Sunnah
(Prophetic tradition) established in the city where the revelation
descended and where the Prophet ($\text{PBUH}$) resided, which lends
it a strength approaching practical continuous narration (Tawatur 'Amali).

As for the legal authority (Hujjiyya) of this term according to the
Malikis, they consider this practice to be a strong jurisprudential proof. It
IS sometimes given precedence over an isolated single-chain report
(Khabar al-Aha d) when they contradict, because it represents the
continuous application of what was established by the Companions and
their successors (Tabi'mn).

The strength of this term is evident in issues related to prayer
where there is much disagreement or where a clear, strong textual proof is
not available, as Malik relies on this inherited practice.
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