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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the philosophical foundations underlying the
selection of leadership by Imam al-Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance)—a
process based on precise principles, conditions, and criteria. The research draws upon
relevant narrations and historical evidence to elucidate the distinctive personal
qualities that qualified al-Husayn ibn RGh al-Nawbakhti to serve as the Imam’s
representative, rather than other prominent Imami figures within the Shi‘i milieu of
the Abbasid era, an age marked by political turbulence and disorder.

The study also analytically explores the nature of the Imami consciousness that
led to the acceptance of the new envoy, who had not been among the expected
candidates for leadership among a large segment of Imami scholars and the general
Shi‘i community, ultimately deriving significant conclusions from this analysis.
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