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This research is derived from a doctoral dissertation (Russia's Geopolitical
Orientation towards the Black Sea). Undoubtedly, the Black Sea holds significant
geopolitical importance for the countries bordering it and even those further afield,
due to its role in economic, political, and security spheres, particularly global trade.
Most international trade in goods and services takes place through these seas and
their ports, thus playing a major role in the foreign policies of nations. Russia's focus
on the Black Sea stems from its considerable importance, driven by several natural
factors. These include its geographical location, spanning a wide range of longitudes
and latitudes, which has influenced Russia’s climate. This, in turn, has contributed to
Russia's orientation towards the Black Sea due to the harsh climate, characterized by
sub-freezing temperatures for most of the year, except in the Black Sea region, which
enjoys warmth. Furthermore, the frigid climate has rendered most of the seas
bordering Russia frozen year-round and unsuitable for navigation, with the exception
of the Black Sea, whose ports remain open to navigation and trade throughout the
year. Border issues have presented a complex problem for Russia since the collapse
of the Soviet Union, as border disputes have increased. Several countries border
Russia, which raised several geopolitical problems, pushed Russia towards
controlling the Black Sea to prevent these countries from posing an immediate and
future threat to it. As for the water resources in Russia, they had a great impact on
Russia’s orientation towards the Black Sea through its role in connecting the Baltic
Sea and the Caspian Sea with the Black Sea via waterways that facilitated the
transport of military and commercial ships

90



