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Abstract

The war between the Zionist entity and the Islamic Republic of Iran has
led to a complete paralysis of airports in the Middle East region« disrupting
air navigation and halting the operation of most airports. Travelers have
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become hostages due to the cancellation of hundreds of flights¢ continuous
changes in flight schedules for takeoff and landing¢ and route alterations—
especially in airports of countries that used the airspace of Tel Aviv and
Tehran as corridors for warplanes< missiles¢ and drones. Thousands of
travelers were forced to replace air travel with land or sea transportation
between countries to avoid risks or remain waiting for hours or even days
until flights to their destinations were provided.

The study aimed to examine the effects of the war on international tourist
airports in lIrag. The research followed both the deductive and inductive
methodologies and relied on personal interviews to collect data from airport
managers« totaling twelve interviews. The study concluded that there is a
weakness in lIraqi air sovereignty and a complete halt in air tourisms«
characterized by:

Tourist and religious flights arriving in Baghdad« Najaf< Basra« Erbil< and
Sulaymaniyah were severely affected due to airspace closures.
Postponement or cancellation of hundreds of flights caused immediate
financial losses for airlines and airports.
The study recommended the following:
First. Recommendations at the state and Iraqi government level:
1. Enhancing the security infrastructure of airports:

Installing early warning systems and defensive radars around airports
(especially in Najaf< Baghdad« and Erbil).

Coordinating with the Iragi Air Force to provide permanent protection of
the airspace above airports.
2. Planning strategic alternative airports:

Developing alternative airports in safer areas (such as Nasiriyah Airport or
Mosul Airport).

Connecting these airports with modern road and rail networks to quickly
transport tourists in emergencies.
3. Establishing an emergency fund to support the aviation and tourism
sectors:

Allocating resources to compensate for financial losses incurred by airports
during airspace closures.

Supporting local airlines to reduce the impact of cancellations or rerouting.
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