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Abstract

The discourse surrounding Tawhid (the Oneness of God) among the
Mutakallimun (Islamic scholastic theologians) and Ahl al-Hadith
(adherents of Prophetic tradition) encompasses profound theological
implications¢ notwithstanding their divergent methodologies in its
substantiation and elaboration. Ahl al-Hadith primarily emphasize
absolute submission to the literal interpretation of sacred texts for the
affirmation of God's attributes and appellations. They contend that sound
belief is predicated upon an unwavering acceptance of divine revelation
and Prophetic tradition< without recourse to allegorical interpretation
(ta'wil) or anthropomorphic conceptualization (takyeef) « Their
understanding of Tawhid encompasses the unicity of divine Lordship
(Rububiyyah)« Divinity (Uluhiyyah) and Names and Attributes (Asma
wa Sifat)« Furthermore« they caution against speculative inquiry into the
nuanced nature of divine attributes beyond the scope of human intellect:
viewing such endeavors as theological innovations (bid'ah) potentially
leading to divine negation (ta'til) or anthropomorphism (tashbih).

Conversely« the Mutakallimun employ a rationalistic framework for
the elucidation of Tawhid¢ leveraging logical and philosophical
argumentation to establish God's existence« singularity< and attributes.
Their objective is to systematically address and refute intellectual
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ambiguities pertaining to religious doctrine. Consequently« they may
engage in the allegorical interpretation of certain apparent textual
meanings if these appear to contradict what they deem as conclusive
rational demonstration«< while meticulously avoiding divine negation. The
shared theological essence of both schools lies in their collective
endeavor to assert God's transcendent majesty and absolute perfection«
alongside affirming His unigueness and sole entitlement to worship« even
as their epistemological tools and interpretive paradigms diverge in
realizing this supreme theological objective.
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